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Dr. James Dobson of Focus on
the Family will wrap up ASI series. See page five.

Tennis season in full swing. See
page seven.
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Spring Sing 1999: Comedy Tonight

Students trade sleep, study time for practices
by Sara Hardesty
Staff writer
You're sitting in biology
class, but the professor's voice is
drowned out by the music that
keeps running through your
mind. When you finally stumble
into bed at night, you see visions
of giant fish dancing in your
head. To some, these may seem
like symptoms of some strange
disease. But to students taking
part in Spring Sing, it was all
normal- simply an indication
that the three days they had
spent many long months
preparing for had nearly arrived.
With less than a week to go
before the first show, performers'
schedules were tightly packed. In
addition to marathon practice
sessions - many of which
stretched an hour past curfew performers had to make time for
all-cast rehearsals. Jersey night
was scheduled for Monday night
when all the clubs would
rehearse the show wearing their
club jerseys. A full dress rehearsal
was to take place Tuesday night.
These evenings were their last
opportunities to "work the kinks
out" of their routines before the
shows on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday.
As the days flew by and
Spring Sing loomed nearer on the
calendar, practice sessions grew
more intense and also more
frequent.
'We practice all the time it's been almost every day,"
sophomore Heather Gunter said.

Daniel DuBois I the Petit Jean
King's Men and friends go through one last run of their "janitors " skit at the dress rehearsal Tuesday night.
Below: Spring Sing host Marcus Neely (top) and hostess Deborah Bills (bottom) make final preparations
for "Comedy Tonight," the theme of Spring Sing 1999.

"I've definitely been giving up
sleep and study time."
All the hours they devoted
to practices and learning their
routines sometimes had a
negative effect on their academic
efforts.
"I'm doing the martial arts
routine with GATA, Alpha Tau
and Sig Phi," freshman Kyle

there was glitter flying everyRhodes said. "We've been
where. We decorated the trees,
practicing five to six hours a day.
too."
It's been rough. It's hurting my
The time and energy they
calculus grade."
put into the show did have its
Some students were fortubenefits. Spending weekends
nate enough to have sympathetic
and evenings endlessly rehearsteachers who tried to assist
ing routines increased the opporSpring Singers as they juggled
tunity for building friendships
classes and choreography.
and
created a unique bond
"It's made getting homeamong participants.
work done a lot more difficult,"
"That's probably the
freshman Jeff Proctor said.
greatest thing about it," Rhodes
"Teachers have made it a lot
said. "I've strengthened the
easier, though, so it's all good."
relationships I already had and
In addition to sleep and
gained a lot of new ones."
studying, performers also had to
Though they came home
sacrifice time once devoted to
from practice spent and exsocializing and recreation.
"We've had to cancel some , hausted nearly every night,
though their throats were raw
softball games because of it,"
from singing the same songs
Rhodes said.
over and over, and though a
With the performances so
thick film of dust had settled on
near, groups also had to be sure
both
T.V. remotes and textbooks,
their costumes fit perfectly and
students
involved in Spring Sing
that all of their props were ready
felt that the frenzied days were
for the big opening night. This
well worth it. They believed
work also demanded more of
they would be rewarded for
their precious free time.
their efforts in the satisfaction of
Members of the group doing the
a successful performance.
martial arts program spent most
"I'm not really nervous,"
of one Friday evening sprayProctor
said. "I think we'll be
painting cardboard swords on
glad we did it when the show
the lawn in front of their dorm.
comes around. When we finally
"We did about 40 swords,"
get done, it will all be worth it."
junior Jen Holt said. "It took us
about three or four hours. We got
..
a lot of the people in the show
involved, so it wasn't just the directors doing it, and that helped
Showtimes:
a lot. And it was fun because we
Friday- 7 p.m.
were glittering our swords, so
Saturday- 3 p.m., 7 p.m.
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I say, I say...

Halid Madupi is somebody's son
country. But do you realize the severity
of the war in Kosovo for hundreds of
thousands of Albanian refugees who
have been forced out of their homes into
exile in Macedonia?
It is not my intent to minimize the
gravity of the situation for Staff Sgt.
Andrew Ramirez, Staff Sgt. Christopher
Stone, Specialist Steven Gonzales or their
families. Stone has a wife and son. Other
of their family members have been
interviewed on the nightly news and in
the papers. I cannot even begin to
imagine the terror caused by uncertainty
and possible mistreatment these men are
going through at the hands of such a
hateful government. But the point is,
these three men still have names and
identities. We realize that each of these
men is someone's son, father, brother,
husband, boyfriend or best friend. Then
we begin to think, "That could have been
my brother or husband or boyfriend or
best friend." Our sense of pity or
sympathy moves closer toward a sense
of true empathy.
Like Hitler and the Nazis, dictator

Editor

April Mouser

Unless you really have been living
under a rock for the last few weeks, you
should at least have a vague awareness
of what's going on in Eastern Europe in
the former Yugoslavia. You have
probably seen pictures of the three
captured U.S. servicemen who appear to
have been beaten. Maybe you've even
heard the name "Milosevic" and you
know that NATO has been bombing his

Slobodan Milosevic is literally erasing
the identities of Albanian Kosovars.
The Boston Globe interviewed one such
refugee named Kurtes Rama, a 30year-old postal worker from the
Kosovo city of Pee, who said, "We are
friendless in this world. I don't even
have a scrap of paper to show my
name. They took my work card, they
took my passport, they took my
driver's license." The Globe reported
that Serb squads are confiscating all
identification documents, even
children's medical prescriptions. Halid
Madupi, a middle-age factory worker,
told the interviewer, "It is the way they
say to us, 'See, you don't even exist."'
This "ethnic cleansing" in Serbia has
been compared to the Holocaust in
which approximately 6 million Jews
were systematically exterminated. We
read history books about the Holocaust
and watch movies such as "Schindler's
List," but we cannot do much more than
shake our heads and wonder how so
much evil can exist within human beings.
The Diary of Ann Frank hits a little closer

to home as long as the reader remembers
that it is not a piece of fiction but a very
personal glimpse into the very real life
of a young girl trying to understand why
she has to hide in an annex because of
her ancestry. (I was particularly affected
when I read it as a 14-year-old and shared
many of her adolescent concerns.)
I visited the Holocaust Museum in
Washington D.C. when I was in high
school. At the beginning of the tour, a
guide hands you a card with a picture'
and brief biographical sketch of a real
victim of the Holocaust. It was harder to
think in terms of "nameless victims."
In the museum, the exhibit that
struck me most was the mountain of
shoes. They were all different shapes and
sizes. Some were functional and some
were fashionable, but each pair
represented an individual and his or her
lifestyle.
I have to believe that if we can remember the Albanian refugees in such termsas individuals- then Milosevic will have
failed in his attempt to erase the identities
of real human beings.

Everybody is Kung Fu ... Exercising: Tae Bo craze sweeps nation
If you're like me, you've
probably often wondered,
''What would you get if you
combined Steven Seagal and
Richard Simmons?" Well,
dear reader, I have found the
answertoyourunasked question: you get Billy Blanks and
his Tae Bo program.
Most of you have
probably heard about Tae
Bo, the hottest exercise fad Matthew
to sweep our great nation
since the "Tea Tossing"
craze of the Revolutionary
War period. Tae Bo is a workout that
combines martial arts-style kicking and
punching with the movements of your
typical exercise routine. Its creator is Billy
Blanks, a former martial arts champion
who has now become "fitness guru to the
stars."
Among the stars who are part of this
phenomenon are Sinbad, Shaquille
O'Neal and the guy who played Carlton
on "The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air." You
can learn all of these facts on the Tae Bo
infomercial, which often airs simultaneously on six channels and is the only
thing on television from 3 to 6 a.m. each
day.
A lot of people are buying into Tae
Bo, and I mean literally. Billy will sell
you the tapes and make you part of this
sweeping movement if you meet the
requirements (you must have $70 to
purchase the tapes.) But is Tae Bo worth
it? Is it money well spent?
To determine this, I called in an
exercise expert- myself. Quit laughing,
please. I will have you know that I have
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the credentials necessary to
claim this title. I had a P.E.
class in high school in
which we did calisthenics
almost every day. I also
routinely run to class with
a heavy book bag on my
back when I'm late. The bag
heightens my workout. So,
it was with this background
that I borrowed the Tae Bo
8-minute workout from my
Miller
good friend and personal
fitness guru, Tabitha "Tabs
of Steel" Pugh. If you
choose to try this, I should mention that
there is a warning at the beginning of the
video to view the other Tae Bo videos
before trying the 8-minute workout
because there is a chance of injury. If you
are a fitness guru like me or Carlton from
"The Fresh Prince," then you can ignore
this warning.
I found my Tae Bo experience to be
very informative, and I have compiled a
list of frequently asked questions for
those of you who might be interested in
beginning the program:
Can I do Tae Bo if I cannot kick very
high? Yes you can. Can I look cool doing
Tae Bo if I cannot kick very high? Oh no,
definitely not. The group that works out
on the tape- Billy B. and his Tae Bo Posse
- is capable of doing martial arts kicks
that are so high they routinely knock
low-flying aircraft out of the sky. I, like
many college students, have the lower
body flexibility of a redwood oak, so my
kicks were of a nature that would knock
the tops off of anthills. I have been told
that your kicking ability does not affect
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the results of the workout, but if you can't
kick high, don't be showing your friends
your Tae Bo. What do you think the
words "Tae Bo" mean? If I had to guess,
I would say it means, "Hey lazy people,
don't try this."
What is "the bum?" I don't know,
but you are supposed to feel it while Tae
Boing. I have often heard many people
say "I feel the bum" while exercising, but
I'm not sure what this is indicative of
(maybe fat actually catches fire when you
exercise and burns inside of you). I can
say one thing for certain - about four
minutes into the 8-minute workout, the
only bum I wanted to feel was the heat
of the videotape after I sprayed it with
gasoline and set it on fire.
Does "Ally McBeal" star Calista
Flockhart do Tae Bo? I don't know. If
she does, I think she overdid it.
Can I use Tae Bo to defend myself
if attacked? Surprisingly, the answer to
this question is yes. In the past, using
exercises for defense purposes would
result in situations similar to the
following exchange:
Robber: "Give me all your money!"
Innocent Victim: "Get away! I'm
warning you! I know how to do stomach
crunches!"
Robber: (Laughs and takes all of
innocent victim's money.)
But with Tae Bo, you can combine

the self-assuring feeling of losing
weight and gaining body tone with the
confidence of having beaten the tar out
of a would-be attacker. This combination of cardiovascular fitness and vigilante justice is nothing if not astounding.
Don't you think Shaquille O'Neal
would look really funny doing Tae Bo?
Yes I do. For $70, they should have put
video of him Tae Boing on the tapes.
I've heard Tae Bo is pretty intense. Should I have been exercising
before I start it? I have to admit that
even a physical fitness specimen like
myself was winded after my first Tae
Bo experience. Tae Bo is pretty serious
stuff, so maybe you should try a simpler exercise routine first, such as boot
camp.
I initially had doubts about Tae Bo,
but at the end of my workout (after I had
determined that my heart was not going
to explode out of my chest and land on
the floor in front of me) I must admit that
it was fun and a good workout. It is my
professional opinion that everyone
should go out and try Tae Baing. Start
slow, though - you really can hurt
yourself. I'm thinking of continuing, but
I don't want to interfere with my
established routine of running to class.
Maybe if I do Tae Bo with my backpack
on, I can finally feel"the bum."

~~~
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Letters to the Editor
In reference to Brian Cheatham's
article in the April 2 Bison about the
"problem with the SATs as a whole," it
is worth noting in the cases he mentioned
that 57 percent of the black students did
make the minimum requirement on the
SAT, that 80 percent of the black students
did qualify for Division I sports and that
83 percent of the low income students
did make the cut. When one looks at the
positives rather than the negatives, the
situation does not look as bleak.
Some people do need an "extra
nudge" to be able to survive academically on the collegiate level. Originally,
providing that nudge, building a bridge
between high school and university level
work was one of the major functions of
what were then called junior colleges. To
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say that a person needs special academic
considerations because of one's skin
color or family income is to assume
cause-effect relationships that have not
yet been demonstrated. To assume that
all the admission statistics should be 100
percent is to remove all criteria. Will the
required next step be to say that graduation requirements must also be adjusted
so that everyone who desires to do so can
"graduate" regardless of achievement?
What would the response be if we
reverse the high skill/low skill
categories? Suppose a student has high
academic ability and low athletic ability,
but the student has dreamed all through
school of playing collegiate basketball.

See LETTERS, Page 3
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I'm not ready for the 'real world'
Almost everyony in
bothered me and made me
school would think that a
think I was sick of school,
college senior should be
they don't begin to
ready to face the real world
compare with how the
after she graduates. The
outside world is.
truth is, however, only that
There are times when
person knows how she
I think I've learned so
feels.
much and that, as soon as
In my case, it is hard to
graduation is over, I'll be a
say that I don't feel
professional in my field.
prepared to get out of
The reality is that
school. Don't get me wrong
graduating from college is
Julieta Gil
- after five years of being in
not enough to make
college, I'm ready to leave
someone a professional,
the classrooms, the books
and this is the fear many
(at least for a while), and the tests, which
seniors like me face.
I guess the big deal about it is that I
always gave me a hard time. But there
don't want to realize that I'm not
are also many things as well as people I
don't want to leave. These include my
prepared for a certain job after I graduate.
teachers, who have been a huge help in
On the other hand, people who think like
my years at Harding, and my real friends
that must know that we are still going to
who I may not see for a long time - or
learn on the job. In fact, . work will
even worse -ever again.
probably be the place where we'll
practice all the theory we learned while
Also, being at school has made me
feel protected. My only obligation has
in school.
been my school routine. Even though
Another question I must ask myself
sometimes those student obligations
is, "what am I going to do after I
graduate?" This could be one of the main
reasons people don't want to get out of
school. It is easier to think about which
classes to take ... much easier than a
bigger responsibility such as work.

As a foreign student, I believe that
the decision I make has to be the best one.
A lot of options are out there waiting for
me - the hard part is choosing one.
I know that independence is
something that everyone wants, but it
sounds easier than it really is.
Independence to me is to help myself
in every single situation, without
thinking that if I'm in trouble someone
will come to the rescue. It means doing
things by myself, fixing my own
problems, and paying rent and other
bills that maybe as a student I never
worried about.
Another option is to go back to
Mexico where I can probably depend on
my parents and have my family, home
and old friends close. No bills (since I
live there), no more loneliness and no
more problems that I cannot fix without
Mom and Dad. All of this sounds so easy
and beautiful. I wonder if this is the
choice I want or if I would rather face
my fears about going out into the real
world by myself and grow up in different
ways and fight for what I want and for
my goals.
I may not be ready to leave school
and face the real world, but I know that
sometime I'll be proud of myself for what
I've done and for what I will do.

Objective perspective relieves stress about 'real world'
No question is asked of
Harding is the continual
seniors more than, "What
focus on God. God promare you going to do when
ises to clothe us, feed us
you graduate?" Most of the
and meet all of our basic
time it seems that no answer
needs. That in itself is a
is given more often than, "I
great relief to the worry of
don't know." One of the
post-college life.
most important goals anyBut God takes his
one can have is to know
promise a step further and
how to answer that questells us that, if we ask it in
tion.
his will, he will provide.
The thought of graduPrayer is our means of
Remie Beaulieu
ating, gaining employment,
asking God to help us with
finding a place to live and
our fear and our worries
preparing to repay the
about life after school. God
dreaded student loans terrifies me. It's a
doesn't promise that our lives will be
big world with big bills to pay. As I have
easy, but he does promise to take care of
faced down my destiny and counted the
his children.
days until finals week, I've learned that
Knowing that God will meet my needs
it doesn't have to be a frightening experelieves 90 percent of my worries about life.
rience.
Even though the other lOpercentsometimes
One of the greatest benefits of atseems to weigh the most, I can still find solace
. tending a Christian university like
in God's promise.

Planning can take care of the other
10 percent. Writing letters, sending
resumes and making important contacts
seems to be all I do lately. With patience
and persistence, I know I can find a job
that will meet my needs.
Paying back student loans is a
major worry in my life, but I know that
I will get them paid back. Student
loans are great for two reasons: they
have low interest rates, and the banks
are willing to help make payments
easier. Besides, no one can repossess
your education.
Harding University, my friends and
family and my faith have helped me to
develop an objective perspective about
my own life, a perspective that allows me
to see things in such a way that I can deal
with them effectively. Looking at life
through this perspective, I can relieve the
remainder of the stress I feel about
entering the "real world."

Letters
Continued from Page 2
but the student has dreamed all through
school of playing collegiate basketball.
Should we recommend that athletic
departments be required to lower the
expectations of the game so that all
academically qualified students can play
at their chosen sport? Will we lower the
goals for short basketball players? After
all, we have been told that "White Men
Can't Jump." Shall we make the hoop
larger for those with poor aim? Do we
need to shorten the playing period for
those who lack endurance? Should the
referees and umpires overlook a few
fouls and line violations so that players

who have not mastered the skills of the
game could still participate without
penalty?
Would this watered down game be
one you would want to watch - or
participate in?
Sincerely,
Eugene Underwood
Professor of English

I'm glad the Proposition 16 is gone
and I agree that SATs aren't discriminatory or racist, but it is really narrowminded to believe that everyone gets the

same result from the same amount of
work.
Just because someone works hard
doesn't mean he or she can earn a 4.0 or
even a 3.0. God made us all different. I
don't do an incredible amount of work,
yet I have a 3.9, while someone else who
studies all the time and isn't a good testtaker may be struggling to earn a 2.5.
There are too many people who
struggle to meet these "easy-to-attain"
minimum requirements, as you see them,
for them to be thrown away because of a
few "dumb jocks."
Lisa Abbruzzese

~~

111< - · 9 Apri!I999

Youth Forum attracts high school students by the busload
by Julieta Gil
Staff writer
The admissions team chose
to stay in-house for this year's
Youth Forum speaker. Ross
Cochran, an associate professor
of Bible, will be the keynote
speaker for what admissions
adviser Glenn Dillard called
"the biggest weekend of the
year."
Set for this weekend, the
event coincides with Spring
Sing performances to give high
school students a chance to
experience Harding. "This
event is designed for people of

any age, basically. We'll have
students seventh grade and
up," Dillard said.
Youth Forum sets the tone
for the entire weekend, with
three messages from Cochran
scheduled around performances from several of
Harding's vocal groups and
Spring Sing. "More than anything, it's a time for reflection,
spiritual enrichment and a
sharing of faith with thousands
of other young people," Dillard
said.
Youth Forum/Spring Sing
weekend is the time of year
planned especially for high

gest that all visitors for Youth
Forum make advance arrangements to stay in a hotel or in a
dormitory room with a friend.
However, housing will be assigned when everybody arrives," Dillard said. "Although
our students are very hospitable, there is still limited space
in the dorms."
Youth Forum participants

school students and their
families. "The other visit
weekends we had this school
year have been designed
mainly for high school juniors
and seniors -an older crowd,"
he said. "This is designed for
churches to load kids that want
to go to Harding; this actually
will attract more students."
Harding's 26th annual musical extravaganza, Spring Sing
entertains audiences each year
with popular music shows performed by students from social
clubs, in the jazz band and in
ensembles, as well as by the
hosts and hostesses. "We sug-

may also attend a performance
of the "Glass Menagerie," written by Tennessee Williams and
produced by Robin Miller, associate professor of communication. Performances are set for
Friday at 7 p.m. and Saturday
at 3 p.m. in the Administration
Auditorium. The play will also
be performed Tuesday and
next Saturday at 7 p.m.

Writer offers advice to aspiring students
by Elizabeth R. Smith
Staff writer
In an effort to encourage
the creative writing process in
aspiring students, Albert Haley,
writer in residence at Abilene
Christian University, addressed
University students and faculty
at the annual Creative Writing
Banquet. Haley's speech,
entitled, "The Writing Life and
Some Advice on How to Have
One," reflected 37 years of
personal experience of writing
as a Christian.
The banquet, which was
held on April 1, also honored
those students named winners
for the 1999 Jo Cleveland Creative Writing Contest. Students
honored
were
Jason
Middlekauff, Andrea Cannon
and Erica D. Lee for poetry;
Laura Bontrager, Aasta
Pederson and Nick Boone for

fiction; Cara Goodard, Yavonda
Fletcher and Catherine Businelle for essay; and Malena Kee
for children's literature.
According to Haley, the
Christian writer is called to
"write for the right reasons."
"When I was younger, I became
addicted to the idea of a good
audience response," Haley
said. "Yet, for me there is now
a larger element involved:
God."
Although Haley encouraged all Christian writers to
write as if "their art is their
religion," he himself writes
to a broad audience that includes believers, those who
have fallen away and those
who may struggle with their
faith.
Haley's novel, Exotic.
which was awarded the John
Irving Prize for Best First
Novel, details the lives of

several characters and their
experiences (or lack of
experiences) with struggling
for a faith in God. While
critics hailed Haley's novel
as entertaining and thoughtprovoking, John Williams,
professor of English, said
the true success was the fact
that "he dares to include a
life of faith in his writing."
Haley recently finished

Babies Make us Stupid and Other
Poems, a collection of 30 poems
based on a child's mind and
early experiences.
Junior Nick Boone, one of
the students honored for his
fiction piece, "Smiles," found
Haley's comments extremely
relevant to the events of the
evening.
"It was interesting to hear
an accomplished writer give his
opinions and advice to future
writers," Boone said.

Ttm Pell I the Bison

Albert Haley, writer in residence at Abilene Christian University, signs
a book after his presentation at an awards banquet for winners of the
Jo Cleveland Creative Writing Contest on Thurs., April 1. Haley
encouraged students interested in creative writing by sharing his
opinions and advice.

May graduation ticketed for first time in Harding's history
by Amanda Jones
Staff writer
AsHardinggrowslargereach
year, seating accomodations for
May graduation becomes increasingly more difficult. Rows and
rows of seats are saved only by a
jacket or purse and those who
come an hour early are often left

standing in the back saving a spot
for others to stand with them for
commencement exercises.
This May graduation will be
the first ticketed graduation in
Harding's history. "We have had
a lot of complaints from family
members who couldn't find a
seat and the vice president's
office asked me to come up with
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an idea for ticket distribution,"
Rich Little, assistant to the
President, said.
The decision was inevitable
with Harding's rapidly growing
campus. "Every May, more and
more students graduate and
more are coming to see them
graduate," Little said. "We don't
have enough seats in the Benson
to seat that many people.
"We have had problems in
the past with parents coming in
and reserving two rows of seats,"
he said. "Those who didn't get
seats got upset that they had

spent $40,000 on their child's education and didn't even get to see
them graduate. Thatiswhyweare
limiting the tickets to around six
per graduate. We feel that is a fair
guaranteed minimum."
Some may wonder why an
alternate place could not be
chosen for the May graduation
to accommodate more people.
"We played with the idea of the
front lawn or alumni field," Little
said. "The fact is that it would be
very hot, probably around 90
degrees, and the graduates will
be in black gowns and others just
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in the sun for two hours or more.
There is also the possibility of
rain, and where would we put
all those people if it did rain?"
Students are not limited to
only six tickets, according to Little.
"After the last deadline to pick up
tickets, those tickets that haven't
been picked up will be put into a
ticket pool where anyone of those
graduating will be able to pick up
additional tickets that [he or she]
might need," he said
TheticketingofMay's graduation was announced before students left for spring break but little
feedback has been received from
the students. ''Dr. Burks' office and
my office have not had any complaints that I know of," Little said.
'1 think most of them understand
because they have seen what has
happened in the past. There was
one person that was a little concem.edaboutfamilymembers that
had already bought plane tickets
andcouldn'tcancel. butoncethey
heard about being able to get extra
tickets, [the student] felt better
about the situation."
"I'm glad they are handing
out tickets for graduation but I
wish they would have told us
earlier," graduating senior
C.Jaye Tolleson said. "I wish we
could have one or two more
tickets because having to go back
and stand in line would be a
hassle and I would be scared that
I would invite someone and it
would end up that I couldn't get
a ticket for [that person]."

...
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James Dobson to speak in rare public engagement
by Ryan Cook
Staff writer
James C. Dobson, Ph.D.,
president and founder of Focus on the Family and host of
an international family radio
program, will be the third and
final speaker in the 1998-99
American Studies Institute
Distinguished Lecture Series.
His presentation will be
Thurs., April 22, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Benson Auditorium.
Arkansas Governor Mike
Huckabee will be on campus
for Dobson's visit, according
to Dr. Bob Reely, associate
executive director of the
American Studies Institute
(ASI). They will have a
meeting in the Heritage Inn
before Dobson's presentation.
Between the general
public and student ticket
sales, the Benson Auditorium
is sold out. Tickets are still
available, however, for live,
dosed-circuit viewing in the
Carter
and
Heritage
Auditoriums.
One factor in the rapid
ticket sales is that students
were given high priority for
Dobson's lecture.
"Every student that
wanted a ticket, by and large,
got one, because Dr. David
Burks placed a priority and
the tickets were made
available to students before
anybody else," Reely said.
Bringing Dobson to
campus was no easy task for
the ASI.
"We've really pursued Dr.
Dobson," Reely said. "It

seems like [it's taken] five
years or more to get him to
come. He just doesn't do
public speaking engagements.
There are constant demands
for him to speak publicly and
we just kinda kept knocking
at the door and knocking at
the door."
Dobson has found fame
through several media.
"A lot of people are very
familiar with his radio
program and publications
that deal with the family,"
Reely said. "He's seen as a
national and international
leader [on the subject of
families]. To a certain degree,
what Harding is all about is
the Christian family."
Dobson's radio programs
are internationally syndicated
on more than 2,800 stations in
North America and in nine
languages on more than 2,000
stations around the world.
His first book, Dare to
Discipline, has sold more than
three million copies. He has
since authored 15 other
bestsellers on children,
families and faith.
More than 70 million
people have seen Dobson's
first film series, "Focus on the
Family." He has since
produced two others.
His 90-second Focus on
the Family Commentaries are
aired on more than 270 secular radio stations and 60 television stations.
Dobson earned his Ph.D.
from the University of
Southern California (USC) in
1967 and was an associate

clinical professor of pediatrics
at USC for 14 years. In
addition, he worked for 17
years on the attending staff of
the Children's Hospital of Los
Angeles.
He has also served in numerous family-related governmental positions as far
back as the Carter administration.
Among Dobson's honors
are more than 10 honorary
doctorates from different
universities. Reely said that
Harding will also bestow this
honor on Dobson during his
program.
Dobson lives in Colorado
Springs, Colo. with his wife,
Shirley. She is scheduled to
accompany him to campus.
They have two grown
children.
After the superstar lineup
for this year's ASI Distinguished Lecture Series, Reely
and the ASI staff face the challenge of setting up next year's
speakers.
"People keep asking me
what I'm gonna do for next
year," Reely said. "It's kinda
like winning the Super Bowlthe next question is 'well, do
you think you'll win it next
year?' I'm just thankful for the
successful year we've had.
"We're working on some
speakers like Bill Gates and
Rush Limbaugh," Reely said.
Reely added that it is
sometimes a four- or five-year
process to get speakers of
such notoriety, but it is
possible that they could be
arranged for next year.

plwto courtesy of PR office

Dr. James Dobson, presidentandfounderofFocus on the Family, will
be the American Studies Institutes final speaker of the year. He will
speak Thurs., April22, at 7:30p.m. to a sold-out audience in the Benson
Auditorium.

In the meantime, however, the first two speakers for
the 1999-2000 series have been
booked.
Arkansas Congressman
Asa Hutchison will lead off
the series on the evening of
Sept. 7. Hutchison was one of

the managers in President
Clinton's impeachment trial
last year.
Dr. Leland Kaiser of
White County Medical Center
will discuss the future of
health care in another ASI
lecture on November 9.

Technical aspects mix to create the sounds of Spring Sing
by Remie Beaulieu
Staff writer
Every year Spring Sing is
a smash hit on the campus of
Harding University. By the
time the curtain rises on the
Saturday night spectacular,
the performance has been perfected. But what is involved in
making everything move
smoothly? Hard work and
dedicated people.
Many hours of labor and
planning go into the technical
aspects of the lighting, sound
and video that give Spring
Sing the finishing touches that
make it special.
Dr. Steve Frye, associate
professor of communication,
and Steve Martin, assistant
' director of Media Services,
·· design and choreograph the
lighting for each of the club
acts and ensemble presentations.
Martin installs the lighting tracks and computerized
cyberlights that can have
movements programmed into
them. More than 150 lights
and 10,000 feet of cable are
placed around the stage and
in the auditorium, according
to Martin.
Martin said that "seeing
the finished product" was
enough to get him through "as
many as 200 hours of work"
involved in Spring Sing. "It's
my job, and it's got to be
done," Martin said.

The big picture, when it's
all over, seems to be a
common motivation to work
hard on Spring Sing. Frye
shared a similar perspective
about what keeps him going.
"When everyone grabs
hands and works together,"
Frye said, "you know there is
something bigger than you or
the show."
Another important detail
that helps make Spring Sing a
success is the video presentation. David Hurd, director of
Video Services, engineers the
video equipment that the stu-

dents and faculty of the Department of Communication
use to produce the video of
the show.
"I have been photographing Spring Sing for 25 years,
and it changes every year,"
Hurd said. The show has progressed from a single camera,
black and white [taping], to a
multi-camera color production."
Since half of Spring Sing
is Sing, the sound and music
of the show are very
important aspects of the
technical production.
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David Woodroof, director
of Media Services, is in charge
of organizing the music,
microphones and other
sounds that go into Spring
Sing. He has been running
audio for 18 years.
"When we first started,
we had to bring in all the
[audio equipment] and just
hope it worked right. Now

You could run vvith the bulls in
Pan1 pion a,
but for son1e reo I exci tenlL'n t. ..
... come run in the 15th annual

MADDDash!
Saturday, April 24th
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279-4341

our biggest improvement
has been going to the automated club shows," Woodroof said.
According to Woodroof,
each of the club acts' music is
prerecorded and a computer
controls the sound for each
act. "Once the computer gets
going, it pretty much runs the
show," Woodroof said.

SK, lOK and 1/2 mile Fun Run
Sponsored by Mothers Against Drunk Driving
CHECK IT OUT!
I. Overall male and female winners in the 5K and IOK receive a free 3 month
fitness membership at HEALTHCORP.
2. All sponsored runners raising $25 run free and get a shirt. The person who
raises the most receives one night in the Excelsior Hotel (Little Rock) and
a 3 month HEALTH CORP membership; second place receives one night
in the Hampton Inn; third place receives a sports bag and two free
dinners.

Come watch faculty members ~!
[

1

iLk u~1 \uur L'lllry ttll'lll i11 Lill' l\ibll' lHtiLL'

tl)r J8im~n 9 April 1999

...

Counseling _center to sponsor Christian conferences
by Lindsey Fielder
Staff writer
The counseling center is
sponsoring WINGS (Women in
God's Service) and Men of God,
concurrentseminarsApril16-17.
This is the fifth year for these
annual seminars.
Debbie Smith will be speaking about "Standing on Holy
Ground" at the WINGS seminar.
Smith, a resident of DeRidder,
La., is one of the few women who
spoke at the Tulsa workshop last
year.
There will be several discussion groups for single and married women on campus. Many
college students will be on the
panels. The counseling center
hopes student participants will
draw in female students.
According to the counseling

center, WINGS is designed toestablish a network of Christian
women to provide a link betweenChristian women internationally. WINGS helps connect
Christian women who are in
similar situations.This conference will be an opportunity to
turn the wisdom gained through
others' struggles into an instrument to help other women.
Dr. Sherry Pollard said that
the goal of the WINGS conference is "unity and encouragement in the church, in family and
in friendship for women."
The Institute for Church and
Family is sponsoring the Men of
God conference the same weekend. Andrew Baker, graduate assistant of the Institute, said the goal
for the Men of God seminar is to
''bring men together as a unit and
closer to God."
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Don McLaughlin and Bob
Brown are the key note speakers
for the Men of God seminar.
McLaughlin will speak on
"Taking a Stand for God" on
Friday and Saturday nights.
McLaughlin has participated in
the conference every year. Brown
will speak on "Relying on God
When Life Doesn't Make Sense"
Saturday afternoon.
Paul Carter and Dean Bryce
will also present lessons at the
Men of God seminar. They will
speak on "Five Keys to Success
for a Business Man in the
Church." KenNellerandAdrian
Hickmon will also be speaking
on Saturday.
The Student Association is
promoting WINGS and Men of
God, along with the student
lectureship on Wednesday and
Thursday.

photo by Jamie Hlavati
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Let me be your personal pharmacist
while you're here at school!

Harding University

LAUNDRY&

7Jry Gleaners

We're located in the
Searcy Medical Center.

268-3311

For all your
dry cleaning
needs, bring
your clothes
to us!

279-4247

We're
conveniently
located on the
south side of
campus

E. Park Ave.

Harding University
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Tennis teams hope for shot at nationals; look toward conference tournament first
by Doug Waddill
Sports Editor

The next game will be at
home on April 13 against
Ouachita Baptist University at 3

The Bisons' and lady Bisons'
tennis teams have been in the
midst of some tough competition
in both scheduled matches and
conference play.
The lady Bisons have a 15-3
record witha2-2recordin the Lone
Star Conference. The lady Bisons
beat Arkansas Tech 9-0 in
Russellville Wednesday, and they
defeated Southeast Missouri State
University (SMSU) 8-1 the
previous week.
In the match against SMSU,
Katherine Jayroe, Bridgette Stotter,
Hiroko Okamota and Beth
B011brisco had commanding wins
in their singles matches.
Junior Karla Mueller is
playing as the number one on
this year's team. "I am playing
pretty good, and the team is
pulling together," she said.
"Most of my matches have not
been that competitive, so I have
fared pretty well." Karla holds a
16-2 record in singles and a 15-3
in doubles.
"There is talk of going to
nationals, but it is important to
stay focused on the matches that
are ahead first," Mueller said.
The Lady Bisons have two
more matches before the Lone
Star championship in Edmond,
Okla.

p.m.
The men's team beat
Henderson State 7-2 on Tuesday.
They had a 3-3 conference record
going into yesterday's match
against Delta State University.
They play next Fri., April 16,
against Freed-Hardeman.
Sophomore Igor Taminbzija
said, "We are confident about
winning, but we are not too sure
about nationals."
Freshman Klaus Schmidt
said, "Our future looks better
because we are such a young
team. We need to practice much
harder for the rest of the matches
and get rid of our fear as young
players."
Darren Wade has been
playing as the number one male
this season, but he is fighting
ankle injuries. Schmidt said, "I
hope that Darren is able to
continue to play at his best level.
I hope to have the whole team
play at 100 percent so the team
will do better in conference
match-ups."
Even though the chance for
a national berth is slim for the
men's team, they have a shot in
the conference tournament. The
women's team hopes for wins
in their final two games to keep
them alive in conference play.

From football

~o

baseball isn't that big of change, is it?

by Landon Horton
Sports writer

McGwire's first homerun of
the season on opening day.
Just to get you in the baseball
The crack of the bat. The
spirit, here is a piece by comedian
smell of peanuts. The look of a
George Carlin, in which he
perfectly-groomed field. The
describes the differences between
arrogance of overbaseball and footpaid players. Ahh, it
ball: Baseball is a
must be opening day
19th century pastfor baseball season.
oral game while
Mo Vaughn is
Football is a 20th
an Angel, Roger
century
new
Clemens is a Yankee
world order paraand Randy Johnson
military power
is a Diamondback.
struggle.
Atlanta lost to
Baseball is
Philadelphia, the
played in a
Yankees lost to
park. ..the baseball
Oakland and the
park. Football is
L1ndon 1-lurtun
first game of the
played in a stadseason was not even played on
ium, sometimes called Soldier
American soil.
Field or War Memorial
Don't worry, though.
Stadium.
~ Some things will never change,
The baseball field is ... a
as evidenced by Mark
diamond. The football field is
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Bryan Jobel the Bison

Sophomore Seth Bullington approaches a volley in a practice on Wednesday. The Bisons are preparing to face
Freed-Hardeman University. The women's team has a 15-3 record with a 1-3 in conference play, and they
look to play Ouachita Baptist University at home on April 13.

known as the gridiron where teams
fight it out.
In baseball you wear a cap. In
football you wear a helmet.
Football is concerned with
downs. "What down is it? Oh, it's
the last down."Baseball is
concerned with ups. "Who's up?
Are you up? He's up. I'm up!"
In baseball, you make an error.
..oops!! In football, you get a penalty.
In baseball, a specialist comes
in to relieve somebody. In football,
a specialist comes in to kick
something.
Baseball has... the sacrifice.
Football has tackling, clipping,
spearing, piling on, personal

fouls, late hitting, sacking and
unnecessary roughness.
In baseball, if it rains, we
don't go out to play. "I can't
go out, it's raining!" Football
is played in any kind of
weather - rain, sleet, snow,
fog, mudslide or any major
catastrophe.
Baseball has the seventh
inning strecth. Football has
the two-minute warning.
And of course, the
objectives are totally different.
In baseball, the object is to get
home... safe. In football, the object
is for the quarterback, sometimes
called a field general, to be on target

with his aerial assault, riddling the
defense by hitting his receivers
with deadly accuracy in spite of the
blitz, even if he has to use the
shotgun.
With short bullet passes and
long bombs, he marches into
enemy territory, balancing this
aerial assault with a sustained
ground attack, which may consist
of power plays designed to punch
holes in the forward wall of the
enemy line.
So, as you look to replace your
football fever, remember that
baseball is an adequate replacement, but it has a whole new
attitude.

,
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Bison baseball improving from last season and finding more support
by Doug Waddill
Sports Editor
The 1999 Bisons' baseball
team is full of new faces, with
no seniors on the roster.
The Bisons lost seven
starters from last season, but
they have compiled a young
team with eight juniors, 10
sophomores and 10 freshmen.
Freshman infielder Peyton
Bowman said, "The young age
[of the team] doesn't. really
matter that much because it
comes down to how bad you
want to win. We are hitting
the ball well, and we have a
strong defense even though
we had some errors at first."
Sassing said, "We are
improving a lot, and we are a
lot better than we were early
on."
In its second year in the
Lone Sta{ Conference, the

team hopes to improve its 618 record from 1998.
Already, the Bisons have
twice as many wins as they
did total last season, with a
16-12 record overall and a 13 in the conference.
The Bisons defeated the
University of Central
Arkansas 22-10 in Conway
Wednesday.
Sophomore pitcher Matt
Sassing said the team hit the
ball well.
Although he did not take
the mound on this outing, he
said Michael Wallis did well in
his first start.
Junior outfielder Matt
Wilson is leading the Bisons
in batting with a .370 average.
He has 34 hits in 92 at bats,
including three home runs.
He also has a .587 slugging percentage with 23 RBI's.
Sophomore in{ielder Mike

Huebner is leading the team
with six home runs while
maintaining a .357 batting
average.
The pitching staff has
been led this season by junior
Nathanael Watson, who has
five wins and a 1.80 ERA.
The Bisons' defense has held
their opponents to a .285

batting percentage in their
28 games played.
The team is getting more
recognition this season by
performing better against some
tough teams.
Searcy's TV-3 is rebroadcasting the Bisons' home
games for those who are unable
to attend the games. Junior

'

Jason Dolliver said, "I really
enjoy the fact that I can watch
Harding baseball on my T.V."
The Bisons are on a roll by
winning 12 of their last 17
games, and they are looking
forward to challenging
Ouachita Baptist at home
today at 2 p.m. at Jerry Moore
Field.

Bison Sports
CHALLENGE
Sponsored by

Bryan Jobe/ the Bison

Sophomore pitcher Phill Gisel pitches in a game during the 1998 season. The Bisons hope to improve their
record from last year. Gisel is leading the pitching staff in ERA's and overall pitching wins. The Bisons
have a 16-12 record and are 1-3 in the Lone Star Conference.
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Come by Charlie's on Friday, April 9, meet with Charlie, sign
up for our Student Protection Plan and get a FREE pizza, hat or key chain.
Bring your parents and look around the shop and see for yourself why
Charlie's is THE place to trust for all of your auto repair needs.
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Receive your Charlie's Protection Plan I. D. Card by mailing the coupon below to
Jess Lanier, Box 11015
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